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3) We are prepared for our Master’s unexpected coming 
while He is away.
• In John 14:2-3, Jesus spoke of what He is doing while 
He is away in the present time (preparing a place for all 
believers in heaven).  He also spoke of His coming again 
to receive believers unto Himself.  He will come again to 
catch up the believers both dead and living in the air.  This 
passage is known as the rapture.  Although his master has 
gone away for business, the slave continues to work as if 
his master was present.

4)Our works have the quality approved by his Master.
• 2 Corinthians 5:10 says that all believers must appear 
before the judgment seat of Christ so that each one may 
be recompensed for his deeds, according to what he has 
done.  

5) The Master commends us by saying, “Well done, good 
and faithful servant.”
• Matthew 25:21-23 records this commendation by the 
Master to the slaves who were given þve talents and two 
talents.  It’s clear that the Master’s basis for their com-
mendation isn’t the quantity but the quality of their ser-
vice.  

	 Are we prepared to stand before the judgment 
seat of our Master?  Let’s examine ourselves to see if 
there are areas in our life that need to be improved. Ask 
God to help you be a faithful servant while He is away.  

The Master says, “Behold, I am coming quickly, and My 
reward is with Me, to render to every man according to 
what he has done.”  -Revelations 22:12
	
Brother Albert Codiamat asks, “Are you ready?”

	 When we accept Jesus Christ as our personal 
Lord and Savior, we are born into God’s eternal family 
and God lives in us in the person of the Holy Spirit.  We 
are now called Christians – followers of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.  1 Corinthians 7:22-23 says, “For he who was 
called in the Lord while a slave, is the Lord’s freed man; 
likewise he who was called while free, is Christ’s slave.  
You were bought with a price; do not become slaves of 
man.”  This clearly tells us of our condition before and af-
ter we are redeemed from our sins.  Before we are saved, 
we are slaves to sin. But after we accept Jesus Christ as 
our Savior, we are slaves to Him who bought us with a 
price.  

As those indebted to our Lord Jesus Christ, we are to be 
faithful.  We know we are faithful if: 

1) We acknowledge that everything including ourselves 
are our Master’s property.
• The Bible clearly states that God is the sole owner of 
all things.  “The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains 
(Psalm 24:1).ó  Colossians 1:15-20 also conþrms the de-
ity of Jesus, His ownership of all things and His work on 
the cross for our redemption from sin.

2) We acknowledge the stewardship of our Master’s pos-
sessions.
• The possessions that the Master entrusted to us include 
our time, skills, material possessions, talents, intellect, 
spiritual gifts and physical bodies.
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with integrity, and with all honesty.  God delights when  
He sees right motives and godly attitudes. He responds 
to the prayers of His people and releases blessings ac-
cording to His absolute wisdom and perfect will.  So 
many people have experienced God’s goodness and have 
received manifold blessings because they diligently per-
severe and pray faithfully to the ever powerful God of 
the Bible.  The testimony of God’s people in the Bible 
conþrms that this is true.
	
Let us not be weary in doing this divine instruction from 
God.  Remember, God is powerful!  Continue to ask, 
seek, and knock with faith in your heart and the door of 
blessing shall be opened unto you.  “But thou, when you 
prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut 
thy door, pray to thy Father which is in secret; and thy 
Father which seeth in secret shall reward thee openly.” 
Remember, nothing is too hard for the LORD.  All things 
are possible before Him when we co-operate with Him.  
The great preacher William Barclay says, “when we pray, 
remember this:  the love of God that wants the best for us, 
the wisdom of God that knows what is best for us and the 
power of God that can accomplish it.”  

Keep praying, GOD is powerful!

One common activity among the religions in the world 
is “prayer.” Prayer is the most used means of commu-
nication to the object of prayer and worship.  It plays a 
big part in one’s life for it develops trust and an intimate 
personal relationship with God.
	
We Christians worship and pray to the One who is the 
“Supreme Being,” called God, the Creator.  He is power-
ful enough that He created the world out of nothing but 
just with the command of His Word.  “’Let there be light,’ 
and there was light!” (Genesis 1:3).  This is how powerful 
God is!  Psalm 107:28-30 reminds us, “Then, they cried 
out to the LORD in their trouble, and He brought them 
out of their distress.  He stilled the storm to a whisper; the 
waves of the sea were hushed.  They were glad when it 
grew calm, and He guided them to their desired haven.”  
Jesus, as God, calmed the storm (Matthew 8:26), cast out 
evil, made the blind see, the lame walk, cleansed lepers, 
and the made the dead rise (Luke 7:21-22).  Therefore, 
be assured that God won’t let you down.  1 John 5:14-15 
says, òThis is the conþdence that we have in him that, 
if we ask anything according to His will, He heareth us: 
And we know that He hears us, whatsoever we ask, we 
know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him.”  
Yes, there is power in prayer because we have a powerful 
God!  It is in this supreme powerful nature of God that 
the power of prayer lies.  Prayer is the way to release the 
supremacy, sovereignty and authority of God to perform 
miraculously over nature, circumstance, event and hap-
penings in the lives of every individual in this world.
	
But we must remember that only a person who has per-
sonal relationship with God through Jesus Christ has the 
privilege to have direct access to God’s holy prayer room.  
Moreover, God’s holy Word instructs his people to pray 
earnestly, fervently and without ceasing. He teaches His 
people to pray with humility,
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Being patient and the ability to communicate are great 
factors, but we believe that the most important part of 
marriage is God. He must be the centre of the relation-
ship. A marriage is something that is built over time with 
God as the core. There is no such thing as a perfect mar-
riage, and we are far from being perfect ourselves.  But 
we believe that if you put the perfect and all knowing 
God in the centre of your marriage, then you have the 
comfort of knowing that our Heavenly Father is in the 
driver’s seat.
	
Praying together as a married couple is something that 
we both cherish. Giving our praises and petitions to God 
helped us learn the roles of being a godly husband and 
wife to one another. We have the joy of knowing we serve 
a faithful God that loves unconditionally.
	
As we look back on our þrst year of marriage, we can 
truly say, “Blessed be the name of the Lord.” The trials 
and obstacles that life brings enable us to gain strength 
and comfort knowing that He is there. Our prayer is that 
God may continue to mould us, help us grow in love and 
in the image of Christ.

Although we are still rookies in this department, God’s 
goodness and faithfulness is upon us and we are excited 
as we look forward to the journey ahead. 

So what comes after “happily ever after”?
			        … It’s up to you to decide. 

Remember your wedding day? It’s a day full of excite-
ment, love and the anticipation of the future you have 
with your partner. It’s a day where you are united with 
God as husband and wife. Jesus said, “They are no longer 
two, but one. Therefore what God has joined together, let 
man not separate.” Matthew 19:6

When all the thank you cards have been mailed out and 
you have moved into a new address with your new hus-
band or wife…then what? Is the honeymoon over? What 
comes after the “happily ever after”?

As a married couple for a little over a year now, our ex-
periences may be minimal, but it has been a learning and 
fruitful venture for the both of us.  Even though we dated 
a few years before we got married, we soon discovered 
the impact of making adjustments as we joined our lives 
together for the þrst time. To our surprise, we discovered 
and learned new things about each other that we thought 
we already knew.

Determining who does the housekeeping chores, to whose 
turn it is to have the remote, are some simple things that 
can lead to interesting conversations. You may be think-
ing, òAre there þghts and arguments?ó The answer is 
òYES.ó  Itõs always easy to þnd faults with your spouse. 
The stresses from everyday life can wear our patience 
down. We quickly learned the saying, “quick to listen and 
slow to speak.” Being able to say sorry and accept our 
faults are essential to a successful marriage. 

Duke and Ciara Asetre



As the Asetre’s described, marriage isn’t always a bed of roses. 
So we asked two grooms-to-be their take on marriage. 
Here is what they said (ýanc®es, pay attention):

Firstly, I do believe that getting married is a once in a life time opportunity. It is 
an important decision in ones’ life that is made with prayer and petition, as the 
partner you choose will be joined with you under God. For me, getting married 
is both exciting and þlled with many challenges.  Whatever the trial, I know my 
wife has given her heart to the Lord, just as I have. I am sure that as we lean 
together on God, our relationship will be able to thrive, despite our problems. I 
can’t wait!  
		
- Philipp Flores, engaged to Emily Labro, 
wedding date: May 15, 2009

I expect married life to be like making mashed potatoes. You take two 
potatoes, peel off their skin, boil it and mash it together until you can’t 
see two separate potatoes anymore. Marriage takes a man and a woman 
losing and denying themselves. They have to be willing to undergo heat 
and change to become one. I really want to make mashed potatoes this 
December. =)

- JC Fernandez, engaged to Tricia Castanos, 
wedding date: December 27, 2008  



about the Lord Jesus and even confuse them.  
So, I went to school to learn more English. I 
continued teaching the Primary class for anoth-
er year or two. Then, the Sunday school Super-
intendent, Sister Fely Labro, assigned me to the 
Toddlers class.  I thank God for this class; my 
co-workers were happy and enjoyed this class.  
I thank God for our Pastor’s encouragement 
towards us. He said that even though we only 
have onestudent in our class at times, we should 
go ahead and teach the Word of God anyway.  
Because of this, God gave us more students 
and it was very exciting.  We have great joy in 
our hearts to serve God in this Ministry and of 
course, prayer is a big part of it.

	
	 Some of my students even teach me lessons.  If 
I’m late, they confront me and say, “Teacher, you are late! 
(nakamaywang pa).” Even though it isn’t Sunday School 
time yet, they are there in our classroom before me. So 
I’ve started to come earlier now. Another example is that 
same student confronted me on Sunday and said it was 
his birthday the day before. He said, “ You didn’t call me 
(akamaywang pa) it was my birthday yesterday.”  This 
example reminds me to call my students.
	
	 Some of our past Sunday School students are 
now serving God through music, playing piano during 
our worship services, leading the youth choir, and in-
volved with the Young People ministries.  Some are even 
teaching Sunday School and one of them is my assistant 
teacher, Camille Driz.  Isn’t that wonderful?  It encour-
ages us to continue serving God.  In Matthew 19:14, Je-
sus says, “Let the children come to me and don’t hinder 
them.”  In our class, we are teaching them who Jesus is 
and His Word, the Bible.  We always stress to them that 
Jesus loves all the little children.  Proverbs 22:6 says, 
“Train a child in a way he should go and when he is old 
he will not turn from it.”
	
	 To my fellow co-teachers and workers in Sun-
day School, let us continue to serve our God through the 
Sunday School ministry until Jesus comes.  Philippians 
1:6 says, òbeing conþdent of this, that he who began a 
good work in you will carry in on to completion until the 
day of Jesus Christ.”

Teaching is hard. Teaching in a different language is even 
harder. But amidst this obstacle, Tessie Calampinay testi-
þes that with Christõs strength, she can do all things. 	
Teaching Sunday School is a big blessing.  Teaching the 
toddlers in Sunday School brings great joy to my heart 
even though it’s very challenging.  

	 When I came here to Canada, God led me to this 
family church, First Filipino Baptist Church.  When I be-
came a member of FFBC I had the desire in my heart 
to teach Sunday School in the children’s’ department.  I 
talked to Pastor Eliezer Catanus about this, and he as-
signed me to the Primary class but he didn’t ask me if I 
had any experience teaching Sunday school. Regardless, 
I accepted it.  

	 The next Sunday, I had to start teaching the Pri-
mary class without realizing that I had to teach my stu-
dents in English.  I had studied my lesson but my problem 
was that I had to teach them and speak to them in English. 
Still, I continued to teach in kinamatis na English (broken 
English).  I felt embarrassed because of this and one of 
my students even corrected my grammar.

	 I realized that the student was right, my wrong 
grammar can lead students the wrong way in learning

Tessie Calampinay



	 The unavoidable event of change is never an easy task. Even before 2008 began, I knew I was going to go 
through a lot of difþcult changes this year. Off the top of my head, some of the major changes ahead of me were leav-
ing high school, entering university, coping with the change from a high school workload to a university workload, 
and lastly, leaving the IMPACT group and entering the world of the Stepping Stones.

	 When saying the name of our older young people group, Stepping Stones, many words come to my mind; 
words such as responsibility, role model, maturity, and leadership. Ever since I joined our FFBC youth group, I always 
saw the Stepping Stones members as those who we younger youth look up to. They always took charge of events, led 
worship on Fridays, set good examples, and taught us younger youth many different things. Whether it was helping 
with instruments, devotions, or even giving much needed advice, they helped encourage us younger youth to become 
spiritually mature. To be honest, the few months before I became a Stepping Stone, I questioned myself whether or 
not I was “at the same level” as these individuals that I looked up to. Though this bugged me a bit, it also inspired me 
to push myself to be more like them, to help others, not for myself, but for God.

	 I entered Stepping Stones on the Friday in September 2008, in which both IMPACT and Stepping Stones held 
prayer meetings. In my mind, I secretly thought the two would be very different, thinking that IMPACT would be more 
relaxed and Stepping Stones would be really serious. But to my surprise, the meeting turned out to be similar in the 
sense of format and seriousness. Other then the difference of people and the format sequence of the meeting, I felt the 
same as I was when with the members of IMPACT. This feeling took a lot off my chest. That night, I also had the op-
portunity to talk to one of the older Stepping Stones one-on-one about my recent days and my feelings about entering 
the group. He also gave me advice on how to cope with the difþculties in between. During this talk, I was once again 
reminded why I looked up to these people; it was because they selÿessly help others in His name.

To all you Sunday school teachers out there who toil every week to learn new lessons for your students- this is for you. 
We asked a few of your students what they thought their most memorable Sunday school lesson was. Here is what they came up 
with: 

òI would say Jonahõs story because he didnõt want to listen to God. He went away and then God got a big þsh to swallow him. 
Then he prayed and God saved him.”
 -Mishael Driz, age 12

“The most memorable lesson for me was when Moses led the Israelites
out of Egypt. When God sent death to all the þrstborn sons, He told the Israelites to sacriþce a lamb and smear its blood on the 
sides and top of the door frames of their houses. He told them that if they do what He said, He’ll skip their houses when He sends 
death to all þrstborn sons. I like how it showed how the Israelites had faith and obeyed what God said.ó
-Aaron Benwick, age 11

“I like remembering when Jesus was born because it’s very special to me. 
I really like Christmas!”
-Rose Ann Ulep, age 8

The journey of Anthony Lasam’s transition from 
IMPACT to Stepping Stones



Method:

1.Preheat oven to 400°F

2.In a large bowl cream together shortening/butter 
and sugar

3.Add the eggs, vanilla, and milk, ensuring it is 
mixed together well

4.In a separate bowl combine all the dry ingredients 
together

5.Slowly add the dry ingredients to the creamed 
shortening/butter and sugar mix

6.Mix well until evenly combined

7.Refrigerate and cool for up to 3 hours

8.Roll out dough to desired thickness

9.Cut any shape or þgure desired and decorate

10.On slightly greased baking sheets, place cut out 
cookies ½ inch apart

11.Bakes for about 8 minutes or until light golden 
brown and cool

12.Enjoy!

Makes about 6 dozen cookies



argue sometimes…but we pray, talk, and have learned to 
compromise for things we believe would be beneþcial for 
our children.”

	 Whether it’s concerning chastening and disci-
plining children, the Bible strongly stresses the impor-
tance of training your children in the ways of the Lord. A 
few ways the Vivas children understand rules are by set-
ting up limits, motivating and rewarding them. This isn’t 
always easy. òJust keep trying to be þrm and consistent,ó 
says Nora. “O, how we need the Lord!”
	
Are you new to parenthood or praying/expecting to be 
a future parent? Sister Nora has a few valuable biblical 
tips:

1)	 Obey God’s command to love the Lord our God 
þrst and foremost, and teaching our children the ways of 
the Lord. (Deuteronomy 6:5-7)
2)	 There will be trying times in raising children. 
But LOVE them anyway, just as God loves us, in good 
times and in bad. (2 Thessalonians 3:5)

The key tie in any family is the immeasurable love of the 
Lord Jesus Christ! (1 Corinthians 13:13)

3)	 Children grow fast. Tag them along with you, 
spend more time with them, and ENJOY THEM! (Psalm 
90:12)

Whether you are a child, teenager, parent, soon-to-be-
parent, grandparent, or an aunt or uncle, remember these 
key tips that are given from the Bible. These may help 
you understand why your parents act the way they do.  As 
‘uncool’ as they seem sometimes, encourage your parents 
to keep on the race, raising their children in a godly man-
ner in LOVE. 

“Behold, children are a gift of the Lord.”
–Psalm 127:3, [NKJV]
	
	 Children can be a handful! Although I’m not 
a parent yet, teaching and supervising the toddlers at 
FFBC for Junior Church for an hour and a half once a 
month already takes a lot of energy out of me. Despite the 
draining of energy and enthusiasm, there’s nothing more 
enjoyable than being in the presence of happy children. 
To get a glimpse of a parent’s view of the blessings and 
struggles of parenthood, I interviewed Sister Nora Vivas, 
the mother of “three loving boys – 16 year old and 9 year 
old twins.”

	 Sister Nora Vivas is an active member of FFBC, 
and has been a mother for almost 17 years. As a mother, 
she recognizes herself as only one actor in the dual role of 
parenthood. 

“Both the father & mother are responsible to give com-
mandments and teach their children, says Nora. “Ephe-
sians 6:1 says that children should obey their parents. The 
word parents include both mom and dad.” 

	 There is a unique responsibility given to the fa-
ther to be the head of the family. He is the one to lead, 
protect, and provide for his wife and family. Mothers, on 
the other hand, are told to love their children (Titus 2:4-
5). This “motherly-love” includes caring, nurturing, af-
fectionately embracing them, meeting their needs, among 
all others and most importantly, praying for them.

	 Within parenthood, there are inevitable disputes 
and disagreements. Nora and her husband Sam, are no 
strangers to this. 

 “Overtime, we have learned to respect each other’s deci-
sions,” says Nora. “We have differences of opinion, we 



The power of prayer is evident throughout the 
bible. It has healed the sick (James 5:14-15) and 
defeated demons (Mark 9:29) - just imagine what it 
can do for missions.
	 We can’t help unless we understand. By 
way of understanding, we learn what is being done 
and why we do it. Although we have Missions Em-
phasis Month, it cannot be emphasized enough how 
critical mission work is. We all need to comprehend 
that it’s our responsibility as God’s chosen people 
to go out and share the good news.  1 Corinthians 
12:12 says, “the body is a unit, though it is made 
up of many parts, and though all of its parts are 
many, they form one body; so it is with Christ.” By 
learning and understanding, we can then encourage 
one another to do our part and be one step closer to 
accomplishing the mission.
There is always the opportunity of going out into 
the mission þeld if we are called, and there are 
always other ways to help if we are not. Let’s not 
forget the importance of missions even after Mis-
sion Emphasis month. Make it part of your daily 
prayers and your daily thoughts. We are always on 
a mission whether we are on the bus or at work, a 
mission to share with people God’s love. Let’s not 
forget that God equips us with the knowledge that 
would allow us to take that þrst step. An anony-
mous writer once wrote “What is 750,000 miles 
long, reaches around the earth thirty times and 
grows twenty miles longer each day? The Answer: 
The line of people who are without Christ.” Let’s 
all do our part whether at home or abroad to make 
that line smaller. Have you asked yourself what 
you can do for missions? How can you be part 
of reaching out the ends of the earth? Give. Pray. 
Understand.  You, me, and a missionary can be 
the tools God uses to bring someone else closer to 
eternal life. 

When you hear the word “missionary,” what comes to 
mind? Just look in the mirror - Candice Asetre tells us to 
look inward before we look overseas. 
God has given each of us the privilege to be part of His 
mission, a mission to reach out to those who haven’t yet 
heard about Jesus Christ. We have been provided with 
the means necessary to reach out to people around the 
world from where we are, but without actually going. 
Let’s face it, not all of us are meant to be on a foreign 
mission þeld, but all of us are called to be missionaries. 
“Mission” is a small word with a big purpose, and is 
something we can all be a part of, at home and abroad. 
Just imagine what can be  accomplished if each and ev-
ery single believer helped to accomplish the goal set for 
us in Matthew 28:19 “therefore  go and make disciples 
of all nations baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit…”
	 There is more than one way to help the goal of 
missions without setting foot in another country. Most, 
if not all mission organizations take monetary donations. 
By donating a portion of our earnings, we are providing 
more supplies such as books and other resources to com-
municate God’s word. Financial support is something 
all mission organizations can utilize in more ways than 
one. It can provide for more effective tools on the mis-
sion þeld and provide þnancial support to missionaries 
around the world. God is the perfect example of giving; 
He has never fallen short of providing for our needs.  2 
Corinthians says, “God is able to make all grace abound 
to you, so that all things at all times, having all that you 
need, you will abound in every good work.” And in John 
3:16, He gave his only son for us. Make it a priority to 
epitomize God’s way of giving when giving to others.
	 Another way to help is through prayer. Some-
times we fail to realize the power of prayer until we 
actually see our prayers being answered. Praying for 
missions is something we should all be doing, as it 
should be a part of our daily lives. We need to pray 
for Godõs appointed people out on the mission þeld 
who have the willingness and determination to 
spread God’s word despite the challenges that get 
in the way-culturally, mentally etc.  It’s a bless-
ing to hear reports from the mission þeld and even 
more encouraging to hear when people are saved.

MISSION  POSSIBLE

Candice Asetre


